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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed 9/1 5/2005 has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1,7, 13, and 19 have been amended. 

3. Claims 21-23 have been added. 

4. Claims 1-23 are now pending. 

5. The applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the following new grounds of rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

6. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. The applicant's submission filed on 9/1 5/2005 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

7. The IDS filed 1 0/1 1/2005 has been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Richard Simoni 
Junior and Douglas Pan (UK Patent Application Number GB 2 324 627 A), hereinafter referred 
to as Pan. 

10. Some claims will be discussed together. Those claims which are essentially the same 
except that they set forth the claimed invention as a method, an information storage media, or an 
alternative system are rejected under the same rationale applied to the described claim. 

1 1 . Pan has disclosed: 

• <Claims 1,7, 13, and 19> 

An electronic message management system comprising: a digest specification device that 
allows a user to obtain a plurality of digests from an information stream comprising a 
plurality of candidate messages by allowing the user to specify a set of one or more 
sender-independent message-based rules for each digest, wherein each set of one or more 
sender-independent message-based rules specifies one or more characteristics of the 
candidate messages; an information selection device that monitors the information stream 
and selects one or more of the plurality of candidate messages in the information stream 
that satisfy all of the rules in at least one of the sets of sender-independent message-based 
rules for at least one of the plurality of digests; and an electronic message management 
device that determines for each of the selected candidate messages, which of the plurality 
of digests corresponds to the set of sender-independent message-based rules satisfied by 
the particular selected candidate message, and integrates each of the selected candidate 
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messages into their respective corresponding digests (page 33, line 1 through page, 34, 
line 9). 

• <Claims2, 8, and 14> 

The system of claim 1, further comprising a digest management device that delivers the 
digest to a predetermined destination upon satisfaction of at least one of the one or more 
sender-independent message-based rules (figure 7 and page 33, lines 15-20). 

• <Claims3, 10, and 16> 

The system of claim 1, further comprising an information sampling device that delivers 
the selected candidate messages to a predetermined destination based on one or more of 
the sender-independent message-based rules (figure 7 and page 33, lines 15-20). 

• <Claim 4> 

The system of claim 1 , further comprising a rule management device that manages the 
one or more sender-independent message-based rules (page 33, line 21 through page 34, 
line 2 and page 16, line 12 through page 17, line 6). 

• <Claims5, 11, and 17> 

The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more sender-independent message-based rules 
include a Boolean comparison, a statistical-based selection criteria, a fuzzy logic based 
selection criteria, a keyword based selection criteria, a date, a subject, a recipient, or a 
sender-based selection criteria (figure 13 and page 33, lines 9-12). 

• <Claims 6, 12, and 18> 

The system of claim 1, wherein the electronic message is at least one of an email, an 
electronic message from a mailing list, and a bulletin board posting (page 33, lines 9-14). 
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• <Claims9and 15> 

The method of claim 7, further comprising determining and updating the digest based on 
one or more of the sender-independent message-based rules (page 33, lines 1-9 and page 
1, line 13 through page 2, line 9). 

• <Claims 21, 22, 23, and 20> 

The electronic message management system of claim 1 , wherein the electronic message 
management device selects one or more of the candidate messages which meet one or 
more supplemental selection criteria (figure 13 and page 33, lines 9-12). 

Since all the limitations of the invention as set forth in claims 1-23 were disclosed by Pan, claims 

1-23 are rejected. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Lesniewski whose telephone number is 571-272-3987. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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